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REMARKS 

Examiner Linda Salvau>rc contacted one of the attomcyf; of record to report that the 
present iipplication is subject lo a rcstriciion requirement. Applicant hereby confirms the election 
ol Group I, Claims 1-7 for prosecution in this application. 

Applicant, by the amendments presented above, has made a concerted effort to present 
claims which clearly define over the prior art of record, and thus to place this case in condition 
for allowance. 

In the Office Action, the Rxiuniaer rejected claims 1-7, citing United States Patent Nos. 
4,265,789 (Christopherson et al.) and 4.874,549 (Michalchik). Applicant respcctfijUy submits 
that the aims of the; cited patents arc totally dIfTcrent to those of the present invention and 
respectfully points out that these documents simply have no bearing on the problems attendant to 
the production of an electrical heater, where the need is to have a carbon content across the width 
and Icngtli of the matcnal such that the heat generated is toU^Uy uniform and essentially free of 
hot and cyld .spots. 

h not denied that carbon particles have been iiicoiporatcd in a vanety of carriers over 
mm' years. Also known is tliat control over carbon content influences the hardness or sonness 
of the paiticular product at Issue. A notional expert in the art would recognizee immediately that 
the essence of the present invention is that it employs carbon in a carrier m such a manner that 
the product becomes a semi-conductor of electricity, ^fhis is highly significant. Semi -conductors 
generate heat, in sharp contrast to conductors of electricity that dn not. 
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What the notionuJ expert would fully appreciate is that both of the references presently 
reJicd on hy tlie Examiner are conductors, and the purposes for which Ihey would be employed 
could not tolerate die generation of heat. 

As a direct consequence of this, no expert, in the art seeking solutions to problems 
requiring die generation of heat would give serious consideration lo prior art where the 
generation of heat must cssemially be avoided. 

Uniled States Patent No. 4,265.789 (Chris topherson) unquestionably describes a 
conducti^ e cla^stomer and is primarily concerned with achieving a balance of low and high CT 
phase compounds, lo maintain a required thermo plasticity. 

United States Patent No. 4.874,549 (Michalchik) seeks to provide a pressure sensitive 
elcetrocondueiive material thai can senx as, for example, a prcssun:: sensitive switch. In 
attempting to .ati.fy this aim, Michalchik goes to considerable lengths to show how carbon can 
be dispersed m a solvent system, such that the resultant material remams compte.:.-ible. and the 
degree of compression causes a compression of the carbon particles, with a resultant reduction of 
its resistivity. 

In vi^w of the above Amendments and Remarks, Apphcanl respectftilly submits that the 
claun. of the application are allowable over the rejections cited in the Office Action. Should the 
present claims not be deemed adequate to effectively define the patentable subject matter, the 
f:xaminer i.. respcetfully urged to .all the undersigned attorney of record to discuss the claims in 
au effort to ratch an agreement toward allowance of the present application. 
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Should ihe Examiner have any quftiHons regarding this Amendment, the Examiner i 
invited 10 contact one of the undcrsigneti attorneys at (312) 704-1890. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Dated :^ June 1 , 200 4 



^ SQchardA^Giaiigiorgi^ 
James R. Foley, Reg. hl»n^^9 
TREXLER, BUSHNEiX, GlANGIORGT 
BLACKSTONE & MARR, LTD. 
105 W. Adams Street 
Suite 3600 

Chicago, Zllinois 60603 
(312) 704-1890 



Serial No.: 09/857,241 
Art Unit; 1751 
Page 1 1 



PAGE 14I15*RCVDAT6I1I2004 4:48:25PM [Eastern Daylight Timel*SVR:USPTO€F)(R^^ 



